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Karuta, traditional Japanese *playing cards, is very popular *everywhere in Japan. Here in
Gunma, we have Jomo Karuta. To be a good Jomo Karuta player, it is necessary to remember all
the cards which tell us about many things about Gunma.

Every card of Jomo Karuta has its own interesting message. * Among them, there are four cards
which have the word “Japan” and there are two which have the word “Gunma” in their cards.

(1) These cards give us strong messages. For example, from the cards with the word
“Gunma,” we understand that Gunma will have a *bright future. And the cards with the word
“Japan” send us messages that people in Gunma should share *traditions and *cultures with people
*inside and *outside Japan. The idea is like this: people in Gunma should know more
( 2 ) to live happy *lives now and in the future with both *local and *global *minds.

Here is an example of Jomo Karuta cards. This card tells us about Kusatsu, a *world-famous
place for its “special” hot water. Many people who have *physical problems come to Kusatsu to
*recover. There are a lot of *visitors every year who are not just *tourists from all over Japan, but
also visitors from ( 3 ).

Like this card, all the forty-four cards of Jomo Karuta tell us about Gunma’s *fascinating points
in many different kinds of *fields. Some cards tell us about things inside Gunma. Others tell us
about Gunma’s *relations with other parts of Japan, and some other cards may have messages that
Gunma should have good relations with the world. The messages from each card are very

fascinating. So, why don’t you play it and learn more about Gunma?
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Maebashi City is the capital of Gunma. It is famous for its silk.
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